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the fire, pound the petrous substance into a fine powder, and throw about half 
an ounce of it, in divided parts, at about a minute’s interval (to avoid too power¬ 
ful an effervescence), into a quart of boiling water; then filter through paper, 
and keep the lotion for use. Every morning apply some of this solution with 
a fine sponge on the affected part; then, if it be the anal orifice which is suffer¬ 
ing from prurigo, soak a piece of linen folded square (a little better than an inch 
to each side), and introduce one of the angles into the orifice. The mode of 
dressing is the same for the vulva. This lotion is also extremely useful for 
various kinds of eruption, but in the latter cases internal medicines should also 
be taken ; these should principally consist of alkalies, bitters, and purgatives. 

22. Successful Mode of Treating Mercurial Salivation. —Dr. Norman Chevers 
states (Indian Annals oj Medical Science, April 1854), that he has met with 
uniform and apparently certain success from the use of iodine gargles in the 
worst cases of mercurial ptyaiism. lie has found that a gargle containing from 
two to five drachms of the compound tincture of iodine to eight ounces of water, 
exerts ap absolutely prophylactic or curative influence. lie states also, that 
Mr. Burgess has applied the pure tincture to the whole interior of the mouth, 
in cases of severe mercurial salivation, with speedy and perfect success. 

Dr. Chevers, among other cases, quotes the following, in illustration of the 
benefit of this treatment:— 

“ Cure of Ordinary Cases of Salivation .-—In February 1852, I attended an 
officer, aatat48, in an attack of cholera, which was then raging epidemically in 
Chittagong. The disease was generally attended with extreme danger, and 
this case was one of remarkable severity. During the first sixteen hours, I ad¬ 
ministered seventy-five grains of calomel. On the third day the sputa became 
tinged with blood, the gums were swollen and tender, and the spaces between 
the teeth were filled with coagula. A gargle, containing two drachms of com¬ 
pound tincture of iodine, to eight ounces of water, removed all traces of saliva¬ 
tion so effectually within about two days, that my patient, although a very 
intelligent man, and a rather active dabbler in physic, never appeared to be 
aware that he had been subjected to mercurial treatment. 

“ Early in last year, I was called to attend a lady, about thirty-four years of 
age, who had been suddenly attacked with an excruciating pain across the umbili¬ 
cal region, which appeared to be associated with a sudden check to the catame¬ 
nial function, resulting from exposure to a draught while very thinly clad. The 
symptoms were extremely urgent, and a dose of ten grains of calomel was 
among the first remedies employed. Relief was obtained almost at once; but 
on the second day, the tongue was found swollen, and clots occupied the inter¬ 
spaces of the teeth, but little uneasiness was complained of. The iodine gargle 
was employed with such rapid success, that the patient scarcely referred a 
second time to the condition of her mouth. 

“ Employment of Iodine as a Prophylactic .—Of late, I have been in the habit 
of beginning to employ the gargle in all cases where the quantity of mercury 
given has been such as to render the occurrence of salivation probable. Judg¬ 
ing from a confessedly very limited experience of this measure, I apprehend 
that its early employment will anticipate the occurrence of salivation in all 
cases where the constitution is good, and there is little or no visceral disease ; 
that, even under the worst circumstances, it will greatly limit the severity of the 
action; and that, for the most part, the original disease, on account of which 
mercury was administered, will have its decline rather favoured than otherwise 
by the absorption of iodine from the mucous membrane of the mouth. A cer¬ 
tain degree of doubt will, of course, attend nearly' all details of prophylactic 
treatment, but I think that the following cases may be regarded as encourag¬ 
ing- 

“Early in the last rains, I was requested to visit a medical officer suffering 
extremely from an attack of ileus, which I attributed to the sudden outflow of 
a quantity of a highly vitiated bile, acting as an almost corrosive irritant upon 
the mucous membrane of the small intestines. When called to him, I found 
him greatly weakened-by intense pain and obstinate vomiting, and by oozing 
from the bites of several leeches which he had himself applied to his abdomen. 
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He had already taken three or more five-grain dopes of calomel, which, however, 
had not acted upon the bowels. I administered a ten-grain dose almost imme¬ 
diately: and, the disease remaining obstinate, a scruple dose was recommended 
by Dr. Miller, who met me in consultation, and was given on the following day. 
The iodine gargle was employed early ; and, although it was nearly certain that 
a large proportion of from forty-five to fifty grains of calomel must have fully 
entered the system, ptyalism did not occur. 

“In October last, I attended the children of an European for mumps, which 
was then rather prevalent in Ilowrah and its vicinity. All these children had 
suffered from hooping-cough during the preceding winter. The elder boys did 
well, but the two youngest, aged respectively about two and four years, were 
suddenly attacked with laryngitis as the swelling of the parotids began to de¬ 
crease. Although very actively treated, the younger infant died in little more 
than twenty-four hours from the onset of the laryngeal symptoms. I found the 
larynx and trachea absolutely occluded by an exceedingly tenacious croupy de¬ 
posit. The other child’s symptoms were equally violent, but he recovered under 
very severe treatment, a part of which consisted in the administration of fifteen 
grains of calomel within as many hours. In a day or two, one or two aphthm 
appeared on the tongue, yet it could scarcely be said that salivation was pre¬ 
sent. The gargle was used freely and no further annoyance was experienced, 
although the tongue has ever since presented that patchy appearance not un- 
frequently noticed among delicate children in India.” 

23. Diabetes Mellitus. —Probably one of the most elaborate papers ever writ¬ 
ten on this disease has just been published by Dr. Til. Von Durscii, of Manhoim. 
It is founded upon two very interesting cases of diabetes, of which he has given 
very careful clinical reports, and also accounts of the pathological lesions found 
after death. With indefatigable perseverance and most praiseworthy zeal, he 
carefully ascertained, every day for several months, the nature and amount of 
the food and drink taken by his patients; the amount of fluid contained in the 
aliment; the quantity of urine excreted, its specific gravity, and the amount of 
sugar it contained ; the number of the stools, the proportion of their watery 
constituents; the amount of water exhaled by the lungs and transpired by the 
skin, &c. The results of these most laborious and minute investigations he 
has condensed into two large synoptical tables, which are appended to the me¬ 
moir. In one of these, full particulars are given of the effects of different 
kinds of diet upon the total amount, specific gravity, and saccharine consti¬ 
tuents of the urine. As far as our limited space permits, we shall now glance 
at the general results thus tabulated. First, when the patient was put upon a 
mixed diet for forty days; second, when a farinaceous diet alone was allowed 
during eight days ; and, thirdly, when animal food was given during a period 
of five days. 

1. Effects of mixed did on 

(а) . The specific gravity. —The average density of the urine, while this regi¬ 
men was adhered to, was 1037.8; it was higher in the mornings and evenings 
(1038) than during the day (1030). 

(б) . ( The amount of the urine. —The daily average was 5234 cubic centimetres. 
The quantity voided was greater in the morning (1971 c.c.) and evening (1831 
c.c.) than during the day (1430). 

(c) . The percentage of sugar. —The average amount of saccharine matter was 
9.134 in the 100 grammes. The percentage was lower in the morning and 
mid-day urine (8.9) than in that passed at night (9 ; 4). 

[d) . The total amount of sugar. —The average daily amount of sugar excreted 
during the whole period was 477.7 grammes; the lowest was 350, and the highest 
015 grammes. 

2. Effects of farinaceous did on 

(а) . The specific gravity .—This continued nearly the same as with mixed 
diet; the average was 1037.6. With this regimen, also, it was lower during 
the day than at night or morning. 

(б) . The amount of the urine. —This was increased to 5604 cubic centimetres 
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